THE MAN WHO
DIDN'T NEED
CHRISTMAS

A Christmas Play
by

Delvyn C. Case, Jr.



e wvial vviiv VIiull L INeeU Ol isnlias
Copyright 2000
by Delvyn C. Case Jr.
All Rights Reserved
CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that THE MAN WHO DIDN’T NEED
CHRISTMAS is subject to aroyalty. Itisfully protected under the copyright laws of the United States
of America, the British Commonweslth, including Canada, and all other countries of the Copyright
Union. All rights, including professional, amateur, motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public
reading, radio broadcasting, television, and the rights of trandlation into foreign language are strictly
reserved.

The amateur live stage performance rightsto THE MAN WHO DIDN'T NEED
CHRISTMAS are controlled exclusively by Drama Source and royalty arrangements and licenses must
be secured well in advance of presentation. PLEASE NOTE that amateur royalty fees are set upon
application in accordance with your producing circumstances. When applying for aroyalty quotation
and license please give us the number of performances intended and dates of production. Royalties are
payable one week before the opening performance of the play to Drama Source Co., 1588 E. 361 N.,
St. Anthony, ldaho 83445, unless other arrangements are made.

Royalty of the required amount must be paid whether the play is presented for charity or
gain, and whether or not admission is charged. For all other rights than those stipul ated above, apply
to Drama Source Company, 1588 E. 361 N. St. Anthony, Idaho 83445.

Copying from this book in whole or in part is strictly forbidden by law, and the right of
performance is not transferable.

Whenever the play is produced, the following notice must appear on all programs, printing
and advertising for the play, “Produced by special arrangement with Drama Source Co.”

Due authorship credit must be given on al programs, printing and advertising for the play.

No one shall commit or authorize any act or omission by which the copyright or the
rightsto copyright of this play may beimpaired.

No one shall make changesin this play for the purpose of production without written
permission.

Publication of this play does not imply availability for performance. Both amateurs
and professionals considering a production are strongly advised in their own interests
to apply to Drama Sour ce Company for written permission befor e starting rehearsals,
advertising, or booking a theatre.

No part of thisbook may bereproduced, stored in aretrieval system, or transmitted in
any form, by any means, now known or yet to be invented, including mechanical,
electronic, photocopying, recording, videotaping or otherwise, without the prior
written permission of the publisher.



CHARACTERS
INNKEEPER, 30's-50's
PILGRIMS, 20's-50's

ROMAN SOLDIER, 20's-40’'s
WIFE OF INNKEEPER, 20's-40’'s
JOSEPH, 20's-30’'s

MARY, 20's-30’'s

DAUGHTER #1, 12-16 years old
DAUGHTER #2, 12-16 years old
SHEPHERD #1, 20's-40's
SHEPHERD #2, 20's-40's
BALTHAZAR, 30's-50's
CASPER, 30's-50's

MEHCHIOR, 30's-50's

TIME

Days of Jesus' birth

PLACE
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Right of center stageisthe Inn. Thereisafront wall with adoor and
two windows. Beneath the stage right window is asign hanging “No Room”.
There is a bench stage left side of Inn.

Left of center isthe Stable. There are bales of hay and a manger.
There is arough back wall and a simple roof.



|HE MAN WHO DIDN" | NEED CHRISIMAS

ACT |

Scene 1—Thelnn

(Aslights come up on the Inn, the INNKEEPER is standing in front of the Inn with a broom
in hishand. Heistalking to the PILGRIMS. The ROMAN SOLDIER is standing stage right
watching and listening to the action)

INNKEEPER
I’msorry. We'refull.

(PILGRIM S looks at each with disappointment)

INNKEEPER (cont’ d)
| hope you'll find suitable lodging. (motioning stage right) Look in town. There are other
inns there.

(PILGRIMS talk amongst themselves. The INNKEEPER sweeps the floor. The ROMAN
SOLDIER crossesto the PILGRIMS. He points stage right. The PILGRIMS slowly cross to
stageright. The ROMAN SOLDIER crossesto INNKEEPER)

ROMAN SOLDIER
Y ou could’ ve squeezed in afew more.

INNKEEPER
It wouldn’t have been safe. Certainly not comfortable.

ROMAN SOLDIER
You'reagood man. You know it's against the law, too. But Rome would overlook
occupancy limits during this busy time.

(WIFE enters from stage right carrying a basket of fruit. She passes PILGRIMS and nods to
them. The PILGRIMS exit stage right. The WIFE crosses to the INNKEEPER)

ROMAN SOLDIER (cont’ d)
More pilgrims mean abigger census. A bigger census means moretaxes. They all need a
place to stay for one to two nights. The registration lines are amile long. (nodsto WIFE)
Shalom, madam.

WIFE
Shalom, officer.
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| was talking with your husband about how he is sending away pilgrims who need
accommodations.

(WIFE approaches the bench and puts the bowl on the bench. She points toward the
PILGRIMS)

WIFE
Theinn'sfull. We have asign. (pointsto stage right) Was that another group?

INNKEEPER
They keep coming. There's always hope.

(WIFE smiles at INNKEEPER)

WIFE
(to ROMAN SOLDIER)
My husband wants his guests comfortable. Rome know how much space he has.

ROMAN SOLDIER
Y our husband’' s an honest innkeeper and model citizen despite the circumstances. Rome
understands your feelings about the occupation.

INNKEEPER
No Jew would admit liking Rome. But | appreciate the order and security of our town under
Roman rule. Bethlehem'’s never been safer ...

ROMAN SOLDIER
...for making money.

INNKEEPER
(hands up in humbleness)
For al aspects of life.

ROMAN SOLDIER
A diplomat, too. Rome won't forget her friends.

(INNKEEPER nods at ROMAN SOLDIER)

ROMAN SOLDIER (cont'd)
I must be on my rounds. Don’t send any more pilgrims away, if you can avoid it. They
couldn’t find a cleaner, well-maintained inn anywhere in Bethlehem. Y ou have a great spot
here.

INNKEEPER
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ROMAN SOLDIER
Put them anywhere. (nodding to WIFE) Good evening, madam.

WIFE
Shalom, officer.

ROMAN SOLDIER
Shalom.

(ROMAN SOLDIER exits stage right)

INNKEEPER
Was the market busy this afternoon?

WIFE
Packed with pilgrims.

INKEEPER

They keep coming. 1'll run at full capacity for months to come. Maybe | can expand the inn!
(holds WIFE’ S hands) Then I'll be able to buy everything we've ever wanted.

WIFE
Y ou’ve always provided for our needs.

(WIFE picks up bowl. INNKEEPER sweeps with broom)

INNKEEPER
| thought you’ d be getting home sooner.

(INNKEEPER and WIFE sit on bench)

WIFE
I would have but there was a big commotion at the Temple. I couldn’t get pass the crowd.
The priests were talking about a new prophet...

INNKEEPER
Priests! They can aways get a crowd if they talk about prophets and the future. They can’'t
get anyone to the Temple if they preach about being good so you can please God. That's
what counts!

WIFE
One of the priest’ s wife has given birth to...
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That’s not unusual.

WIFE

It does when the wife’ s beyond the years of bearing children.
INNKEEPER

(shakes head) (bored)

So, what happened?
WIFE

She gave hirth to ason. They call him John. The father’sapriest called Zecharias. He had
avision in the Temple last fall.

INNKEEPER
A vision? Why doesit have to be supernatural? The rabbisfill their pockets by scaring the
people about...nonsense. What's hereisall thereis. We don’t need prophets and visions.

(WIFE looks discouraged)

WIFE
(excitedly)
Then they talked about the pilgrims. They said this vast movement of people is more than
just about Rome. The priests claimed the Scriptures have foretold that the Messiah is
coming, and coming now.

INNKEEPER
They’'re always saying that. Nothing’'s happened in hundreds of years, four hundred or so.
WEe're an insignificant colony at the edge of the vast Roman empire. Nothing’s going to
happen to the Jewish people—no prophecies, no Messiah. Rome’ s the future for us.

WIFE
(discouraged)
We mean nothing to Rome.

(WIFE stands and crosses to entrance of Inn)

INNKEEPER
(shakes head)
You and | have athriving business at the edge of town where nobody bothersus. We have a
good relationship with the authorities.  (taps chest) We control our own destiny.
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| don’t think so.

INNKEEPER
And the Roman soldier who isin charge of thisdistrict is our friend.

WIFE
Wait and see.

(INNKEEPER looks confused. WIFE exitsinto Inn. JOSEPH and MARY enter from stage
right. JOSEPH carries two bags over shoulders. MARY isat term. She has hands under
abdomen trying to hold it up. Sheisweary. They crossto Inn, look at the sign and each
other, and stop)

JOSEPH
Shalom, sir.
INNKEEPER
Shalom. I'msorry. We'refull. (pointsto sign) Thesign. That’swhy it'sthere.
JOSEPH
I know. | read the sign. But my wifeisdue.
INNKEEPER
(looking at MARY)
Yes, yes. | can seethat.
JOSEPH

She may deliver tonight.
(MARY has astrong labor pain and puts one hand on JOSEPH’ S arm)

MARY

(imploringly)
Joseph! Please!

JOSEPH
(puts arm around MARY)
Her labor pains are only afew minutes apart...and steady.

INNKEEPER
(pointing toward door of Inn)
| couldn’t possibly fit another person in there even if | wanted to. It’stoo crowded. Then
there’sthe law.

(MARY slumpsdown in labor pain. JOSEPH keeps arm around her as she Slumps to
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MARY
Joseph, it hurts so much. Thelong trip. | shouldn’t have come here.

JOSEPH
You had to, Mary. | wouldn’'t have dragged you here if it weren't for the census.
(to INNKEEPER)
Please sir. Wedon't have much time.

(MARY grabs JOSEPH’ S arm)

MARY
(inintense pain)
The baby...

INNKEEPER
(nervously)

What can | do? (thinking) “Put them anywhere”.
(JOSEPH and MARY put arms around each other)
INNKEEPER (cont’d)
It isn't much but | have astable. There are no facilitiesin there. But you can haveit if you

want.

(JOSEPH picks up MARY. INNKEEPER helps JOSEPH)

JOSEPH
(genuinely)
Thank you, sir. We'll take what God provides.
INNKEEPER
What God provides? (tapschest) It'smy...
MARY
I must lie down.
(WIFE enters from Inn)
INNKEEPER

(points toward Stable)
It sright there to the side.

(JOSEPH amost carries MARY)
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Thisway, Mary.

INNKEEPER
Can | show you...?

JOSEPH
We're dl right.

(MARY stiffens)

JOSEPH (cont’d)
Hold on. Just alittle longer.

(JOSEPH and MARY exit to Stable. WIFE crosses to INNKEEPER)

WIFE
More pilgrims?
INNKEEPER
They're still coming. Now we're over capacity. | will expand theinn!
WIFE
Why didn’t you send that couple away?
INNKEEPER
Hiswife' sready to deliver.
WIFE
But the stable?
INNKEEPER

Atleast it'll be private. (pointing toward Inn) It wouldn’t be in there on the floor with fifty

strangers lying around them, men, women, all sorts.

WIFE

Y ou have agood heart, dear, to consider delicate matters even for strangers.

(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 enter from stage right, poking and pushing each other)

INNKEEPER
(to WIFE)
They’'ll need help.

(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 crossto Inn)
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| could...

DAUGHTER #1
Shalom, Dad.
DAUGHTER #2
Shalom, Mom.
INNKEEPER
Shalom, girls. Did you do the chores for your grandmother this afternoon?
DAUGHTER #1
Yeswe did.
INNKEEPER

(pointing to Stable)
Would you—both of you—please go to into the stable and help the couple | let stay there?

DAUGHTER #1
You didn’'t?

INNKEEPER
Didn’'t what?

DAUGHTER #2
You didn’t let someone stay in the stable?

INNKEEPER
| did.

DAUGHTER #1
You can't.

INNKEEPER
Can't?

DAUGHTER #2
We cleaned it this morning and... (dramatically) it was such hard work.

DAUGHTER #1
They’ll make a mess.

INNKEEPER

How do you know?
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(folds hands in front of her in defiance)
What are they going to do there?

INNKEEPER
Rest.

DAUGHTER #2
Yes.

INNKEEPER
Sleep.

DAUGHTER #2
OK.

INNKEEPER
And have a baby.

DAUGHTER #1

They’ re not going to make a mess?

INNKEEPER
Why do you think | et them stay there? The young woman could hardly walk. She'svery
pregnant.

(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 hold their arms in defiance)

WIFE
Go! Your Dad wants you to help them. He' staught you to care for others.
DAUGHTER #1
(dramatically)
We so tired. We cleaned the Stable this morning, then al the chores around Grandma's...
WIFE
(waving at DAUGHTER #1 and #2)
Right now.
DAUGHTER #1

We're going. We're going!
(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 exit quickly to Stable. INNKEEPER and WIFE watch them exit)

INNKEEPER
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Kids! (smiling) We were the same way.

(WIFE smiles back at INNKEEPER. INNKEEPER crosses to WIFE and puts arm around
her)

WIFE
Y ou're so patient with them. | love you.

(black out)

Scene 2—The Stable

(Aslights come up on Stable, MARY isleaning against a bale of hay. Sheis propped up.
Sheis holding her abdomen with both hands. Sheisinlabor. Her scandals are off. JOSEPH
isup stageto MARY. Heisholding her right arm with both of his hands. Heis anxious)

MARY
It'samost time. | can feel the baby.

JOSEPH
I’'m here, Mary. | canhelp. You'll see.

(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 enter hesistantly from stage right)

DAUGHTER #1
Are you the couple our Dad sent out here?

JOSEPH
Yes. My name is Joseph and thisis Mary, my wife. Mary’sready to deliver. We'realong
way from home. We have no midwife. Can you help?

(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 look at each then at JOSEPHand MARY')

DAUGHTER #2
we'll try.

DAUGHTER #1
I’ll get towels and some water. That’s what we use for the animals. It must be the same for
people.
(DAUGHTER #2 nods at DAUGHTER #1. DAUGHTER #1 exitsto stage right.
DAUGHTER #2 crosses to JOSEPH and MARY and sits upstage)

10
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Where are you from?

(DAUGHTER #1 enters from stage right with basin of water and towels)
MARY

(in pain, blurts out)
Nazareth!

(DAUGHTER #1 crosses to down stage of JOSEPH and MARY)

DAUGHTER #1
Why did you come al the way herein your condition?

(MARY isuncomfortable and shifts weight)

JOSEPH
For the census. Each of us had to come to Bethlehem. Mary and | are both of the family of
David. Thisiswhere David wasfrom, many, many yearsago. That'swhy we're here. We
had no choice.

MARY
WEe've been traveling for aweek. 1t wasahard trip. But we made it.

DAUGHTER #1
The baby could’ ve been born anywhere.

MARY
Only here. God wanted this baby born here.

DAUGHTER #2
God wanted it? (looks at DAUGHTER #1) Our Dad never talks like that.

JOSEPH
God's hand has been in al that’s happened since the beginning. An angel appeared to Mary
and told her she would give birth to a specia child. Thisis God's Son, conceived by the
Holy Spirit, incredible as that sounds.
(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 look at each)

DAUGHTER #1
Y ou must tell us more. We don’t understand.

11
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I’ll beglad to. Even many in our town didn’t believe us.

MARY
(breathing heavily and rapidly)
Joseph! Help me. Please help me. I'm afraid!

JOSEPH
(trying to be calm)
I’mright here, Mary. These girls'll help us.

(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 get close to MARY)

DAUGHTER #2
We'll do what we can. Wewon't |eave.

(lights fade slowly)

MARY
The contractions are coming one after the other. The baby’s coming!

(JOSEPH gets up and crosses in back of MARY. Heleans against her and holds her with
both arms. DAUGHTER #1 and #2 pick up the towels and the basin of water and move
closer to MARY)

(black out)

Scene 3—Thelnn

(Asthe lights come up, the INNKEEPER is sitting on the bench. He stands up as
DAUGHTER #1 and #2 enter from door. DAUGHTER #1 is carrying swaddling clothes.
The ROMAN SOLDIER is standing extreme stage right watching the action)

INNKEEPER
| haven't seen those since you two were babies. Y ou were both born in winter like now.
They really helped to keep you warm at night.

DAUGHTER #1
What?

INNKEEPER
Swaddling clothes. Who are they for?

12
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Jesus.

INNKEEPER
Who?

DAUGHTER #2
The baby in the stable. To keep him warm if he throws off his blanket in the middle of the
night. We're going to wrap him like you used to do to us. We were told we could.

DAUGHTER #1
(with enthusiasm)
WEe're helping.

(WIFE enters from door. She carries towels)

INNKEEPER
That’s something I’ ve always tried to teach you. His nameis Jesus?

DAUGHTER #1
It sthe name an angel told Mary...

INNKEEPER
...What are you talking about?...

DAUGHTER #1
It’ s the name they were told they should call him. Jesus.

INNKEEPER
An angel?

DAUGHTER #1
Dad, why don’t you ever talk about God or angels?

INNKEEPER
| don’'t need to. I’'mliving agood life. 1’'m agood person, caring for you and your mother.
Can you find fault in what I’ m doing?

DAUGHTER #2
(frustrated)
Of course not. You'reagreat Dad. But...

INNKEEPER

If there's a God—a God of |srael—I must be doing enough to please Him. (patting chest)
I’m very successful. | don't need Him. And | don't need angels.

13
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DAUGHTER #1
There are things happening that are so big that angels are needed.

INNKEEPER
Like what?

DAUGHTER #1
Like now.
(pointsto DAUGHTER #2)
Let’sgo.

WIFE
(handing towelsto DAUGHTER #1)
Takethese.

(DAUGHTER #1 and #2 exit to Stable. ROMAN SOLDIER reaches INNKEEPER)

INNKEEPER
(to ROMAN SOLDIER)
Kids! They're so impressionable.

ROMAN SOLDIER

Mine are the same. (pointing to Stable) What’s going on in there?

INNKEEPER
I’m letting a young couple stay in the stable.

ROMAN SOLDIER

That’ssmart. | told you. Now that you' re over capacity, you should apply to expand your
inn. 1I’'m sure you' d get the permit from Rome. (looking around) Anyone would love to have

this property—it has such promise.

INNKEEPER
I’d never sell. Thisland’s been in my family for generations.

ROMAN SOLDIER
(looking around)
Youdon't say.

(WIFE crosses to INNKEEPER and ROMAN SOLDIER)

14
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(to INNKEEPER)
I must be on my patrol. (hodding to WIFE) Shalom, madam.

(ROMAN SOLDIER exits stage right)

WIFE
What did he want?
INNKEEPER
He'sjust doing hisjob. Checking on our occupancy.
WIFE
He' stoo interested.
INNKEEPER
He' sfriendly, too.
WIFE
He' snot. He' s spying on us.
INNKEEPER
Now, now, dear.
WIFE
Anyway, the couple sounded convincing to our daughters.
INNKEEPER
Are we dtill talking about the couple in the stable?
WIFE
An angel did appear to Mary and then to Joseph in adream.
INNKEEPER
(holding up two fingers)
Now there's two?
WIFE

There' s always been two. Each wastold that Mary would bring the Messiah, the Savior, into
theworld. Our daughters thought they were telling the truth.

INNKEEPER
And you?

WIFE

15
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INNKEEPER
(hand up to protest)
Y ou'’ re convinced about supernatural events that two young kids from somewhere in Galilee
told you?

WIFE
Nazareth, actualy.

INNKEEPER
Even worse. Nothing good’s ever come out of Nazareth. These kids are not educated like
those from Jerusalem. What about the priests around the Temple? They’d know if
something was happening. What’s her husband do?

WIFE
He's a carpenter.
INNKEEPER
There you go.
WIFE
Can't simple people have revelations from God?
INNKEEPER
(rolls eyes)
Can you count?
WIFE
Count?
INNKEEPER
They’ve been married six months and she’ s had ababy. From where | come from...
WIFE
They said...
INNKEEPER
They had to make up something—fast. Anangel... or two is convenient.
WIFE
They’'re telling the truth.
INNKEEPER

‘Bout being pregnant before they were married?

16
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Mary said the Spirit of God overshadowed her. The child she has carried is the Son of God.

INNKEEPER
Thisisabsurd.

WIFE
What if the priests who knew about these matters?

INNKEEPER
That'd be different.

WIFE

| aready told you the priests said a new prophet was to be born who would be the forerunner
of the Messiah. That baby has been born to awoman called Elizabeth. 1t happened six
months ago. Now we have this young couple saying they’ ve given birth to the Messiah.
These events are connected. What about the prophecies the priests spoke about? They're
coming true. Don’t you see?

INNKEEPER
I’m convinced we have an ordinary young couple in the stable who' ve given birth to an
ordinary baby.

(SHEPHERDS #1 and #2 enter hurriedly from stage left. They carry staffs and pouches.
They crossto Inn)

SHEPHERD #1
(out of breath)
Shalom, Sir, Madam. We need your help.

INNKEEPER
Anything but aroom.

SHEPHERD #1
WEe're looking a young couple who may be staying here.

INNKEEPER
(with frustration)
We have many couples staying in our inn.

SHEPHERD #2
A woman who has given birth?

SHEPHERD #1
Tonight, here.

18
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Many have left their homesto register for the census. A number of women may have given
birth along the way.

SHEPHERD #2
We were told the baby would be wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.

WIFE
Dear, the shepherds must be talking about the couple in our stable. It's cold out there at
night. They'd have to wrap a newborn in something.
(to the SHEPHERDS)
Our daughters brought some strips of clothsto them just hours ago. And amanger sounds
like agood ideato put ababy in. They could be using the feeding trough. There'sno
furniture out there.

SHEPHERD #1
That must be them!

INNKEEPER
(pointing toward stable)
Over there.

(The SHEPHERDS look stage left toward stable)

INNKEEPER (cont'd)
| sent ayoung couple there. She was very pregnant when they arrived.

SHEPHERD #2
Can we go, sir, please?

INNKEEPER
Of course.

(SHEPHERD #1 and #2 turn toward stage | eft)

INNKEEPER (cont’d)
Sirs...

(SHEPHERD #1 and #2 turn back to INNKEEPER)

INNKEEPER (cont'd)
...Why are you looking for this couple?

SHEPHERD #1
Severa angels...

19
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...Severa angels?

SHEPHERD #1
Many angels appeared to us in the field down the hill from here. They told us that a Saviour
has been born who is the Messiah, the Son of God. He'd be wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in amanger. We thought he' d be outside or in a stable where they could use a
feeding trough as a bed for the baby. They’d need strips of cloths to wrap the baby because
of the cold.

SHEPHERD #2
Then... thousands of angels...

INNKEEPER
Thousands?...

SHEPHERD #2

Yes. It seemed like thousands of angels appeared to us praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests’.

INNKEEPER
(urging SHEPHERD #2 to contine)
And you...
SHEPHERD #2
We said we' d go to Bethlehem and see what has happened, what the Lord has told us about.
INNKEEPER
The Lord?
SHEPHERD #2
Yes...

(SHEPHERD #1 and #2 look at each)

SHEPHERD #2 (cont’d)
...The Lord, through the angels. We're sure of it.

INNKEEPER

(with sarcasm)
Don't let us keep you from this amazing sight. (pointing toward Stable) Go, please.

20
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Thank you, sir.

SHEPHERD #1
Shalom.

INNKEEPER
Shalom.

(SHEPHERD #1 and #2 exit hurriedly stage left to stable)

WIFE

Dear, why were you sarcastic to shepherds?
INNKEEPER

| wasonly...
WIFE

You grilled them like they were in a court room.
INKEEPER

You didn't realy expect me to take the word of a couple of shepherds?
WIFE

They sounded sincere.
INNKEEPER

Sincere? 1I’m glad you mentioned a courtroom. Shepherds are notoriously untrustworthy.
Their testimony isn’t acceptable in a court of law, no matter how sincere they sound.  You
expect me to believe them when they’ re talking about angels?

(shakes head and waves off)

Severd...no, many...no, thousands.

WIFE
Didn’t it seem remarkable that they mentioned angels? (points toward Stable) The couplein
the stable said that angels appeared to both of them also. The priest at the Temple,
Zecharias, said an angel appeared to him and announced that his son would be a prophet of
the Messiah. Now these shepherds. It's sounds...

INNKEEPER
Don't say supernatural. There’'s no need for that.

WIFE
How do you explain it?

21
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There must be alogical explanation.

WIFE
Thereis. God’'sworking in these events. That’sthe logical explanation. We' ve now heard
from many different people about a prophet for the Messiah and the Messiah himself. We've
heard from severa people about angels appearing to them. 1’m going to see what is going
on. Areyou coming?

INNKEEPER
(hands up)
Our inn’sfull of guests. Someone’s got to watch them. You go...if you want.

WIFE
| am going. The Messiah'sin our stable. God iswith us.

INNKEEPER
Go! | don’'t need God meddling in my life. 1I’'m doing well on my own.

(INNKEEPER motions WIFE to go stage left. WIFE exits stage left to Stable.
INNKEEPER shakes head. He exits up stage through door of inn)

(black out)
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